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GEORGE CLARENCE CHARLES SPRIGGS 
Condolence Motion 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [2.01 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That the house records its sincere regret at the death of George Clarence Charles Spriggs and tenders its 
deep sympathy to his family. 

George Clarence Charles Spriggs 1926–2015 was a man totally committed to the service of his community, in 
Parliament and outside Parliament. George Spriggs served on the Kalamunda shire between 1971 and 1977, with 
three years as shire president, together with four years’ service on the Kalamunda Hospital Board. For 33 years 
he was president of the Pickering Brook Sports Club, a major community institution that he effectively created. 

George Spriggs won the Liberal nomination for Darling Range and was elected at the 1977 election with 
a majority of 1 800 votes, and a two-party preferred vote of 64 per cent. He retained Darling Range in 
three successive elections. In his first speech in Parliament in August 1977, he highlighted the importance of the 
timber and fruit growing industries within Darling Range, and the need for better road infrastructure for outer 
suburban communities, concluding with a strong defence of the right of fuel agents to continue to earn their 
livelihoods without interference from the Transport Workers’ Union of Australia. 

George Spriggs was said to know all of his electors by name. He was an assiduous representative for his small outer 
suburban and rural seat and was not swayed by popular issues. He was a loyal and reliable member of the Liberal 
parliamentary team who, I am told, spoke his mind in the party room. In August 1987 George Spriggs resigned 
from Parliament. In retirement George Spriggs became a successful producer of hydroponically grown flowers. 
When a former colleague requested some flowers for his mother’s ninetieth birthday, George donated a whole room 
full of flowers. He continued as a respected mainstay of the community of Pickering Brook and its surrounds. 

I wish to acknowledge in the Speaker’s gallery and convey my sympathies and those of the Liberal Party and all 
parliamentarians to Mrs Daphne Spriggs, who was happily married for 68 years to Mr Spriggs; George Spriggs’ 
daughters, Kerry Spriggs and Judy Petrucci; Mr Spriggs’ son-in-law, Peter Petrucci; his niece, Anne Gilmore; 
his grandchildren, Paige Ross, Darryl Ross and Christopher Spriggs; Jaya George Grimson and Jack Smith; and 
two of Mr Spriggs’ lifelong friends, Malcolm Beard and Boyce Lording. 

I convey our sympathies to the family of George Spriggs. Although I did not know George, he was a respected, 
hardworking and very dedicated member of Parliament, and I know he will be missed by not only his family, but 
also the community he served for so many years. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [2.03 pm]: I join with the government in 
acknowledging the life of George Clarence Charles Spriggs, MLA, who was born in January 1926 and who 
passed away on 18 July 2015. Mr Spriggs represented the electorate of Darling Range from February 1977 until 
September 1987. I would just like to go through Mr Spriggs’ life, if I may, before acknowledging his first speech 
and also his family, who are here today. 

Mr Spriggs and his twin brother Stanley were the last babies to be born at the original Kalamunda Hospital in 
1926. Sadly, Mr Spriggs’ twin brother Stanley passed away at the age of 18 months. Mr Spriggs grew up on the 
family’s Pickering Brook orchard, and lived his entire life in the Pickering Brook area. He married his wife 
Daphne Collings, who is here today, in 1947, and they had two sons, Barry and Murray—sadly Barry passed 
away in 1990—and two daughters, Judy and Kerry, who I understand are also here this afternoon. He worked as 
an orchardist for 30 years and built and ran the Hills Cold Store from 1962. He also built a new shopping centre 
in Pickering Brook in 1969, where he was postmaster, storekeeper and fuel agent. 

He served on the Shire of Kalamunda from May 1971 until September 1977, and was shire president for three of 
those years. He first contested the electorate of Darling Range in 1968 and West Province in 1971, as a member 
of the then Country Party. He was elected in 1977 as the Liberal Party member for Darling Range, which was 
a much larger seat in those days than it is today. He was secretary of the Parliamentary Liberal Party from 
1985 to 1987, and was a member on the select committees for the Adoption of Children Act Amendment Bill 
and bushfires in Western Australia. 

In 1982, while still serving as a member of Parliament, he and Daphne established in Pickering Brook the Spriggs 
Flower Farm, which became very successful, exporting flowers nationally and internationally. Mr Spriggs’ first 
speech in Parliament in 1977 reveals his interests to be very much the interests of the local agricultural industry and 
the electorate of Darling Range. He talked about the export of plums from the area and about opening markets into 
Singapore for stone fruit exports and the potential for apple exports. He also discussed the problems of development 
in what were then—and, I suppose, still are—outer urban areas, and the expansion of power, water, roads, ovals and 
footpaths into areas further from the city centre, and the additional costs of undertaking that sort of work. He also 

 [1] 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 22 September 2015] 

 p6735b-6737a 
Mr Colin Barnett; Mr Mark McGowan; Mr Vincent Catania; Mr John Day; Dr Kim Hames; Mr Tony Simpson 

called for an expansion of what he termed the Roe freeway, and the construction of the Beechboro–Gosnells section 
of the Roe Highway, which of course has subsequently happened. 

Mr Spriggs had a range of other achievements outside political life: he was an honorary freeman of the 
Shire of Kalamunda; the president of the Pickering Brook Sports Club for 29 years; president of the 
Outer Suburban Golf Association; a member of the Kalamunda Hospital Board; and secretary of the 
Vegetable Growers’ Association from 1948 to 1953. 

Mr Spriggs lived a very full life and achieved a lot. He raised a family and did a lot in the community, in 
business and in Parliament. If members have a look at the condolences published in the paper, they will see 
members from both sides of politics expressing their sadness at his passing. I know his family are in the house 
today and I think it is an appropriate acknowledgement of someone who served in this place for 10 years that we 
take the time to commend him and them on their achievements. 

MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.08 pm]: I rise on behalf of the 
National Party to speak to the condolence motion for George Clarence Charles Spriggs, who was born on 
28 January 1926 in Kalamunda. He unfortunately passed away on 18 July 2015 at the Valencia Nursing Home in 
Carmel. Mr Spriggs was a family man who married Daphne Collings in 1947; they had two sons and 
two daughters. Mr Spriggs attended Carmel Primary School and Kalamunda High School before beginning 
a long and strong career in the horticultural industry. From 1961 to 1970, Mr Spriggs worked as a cold storer and 
fruit export agent at the Hills Cold Store before he took over the running of the Pickering Brook store, 
a cornerstone of the fledgling community where Mr Spriggs served as a shopkeeper, postmaster, fuel agent and 
general jack-of-all-trades for the community and outside the community.  

His first involvement in politics came with the Country Party, when he contested the Legislative Assembly seat 
of Darling Range in the 1968 state election and the Legislative Council seat of West Province in the 1971 state 
election. In 1971, Mr Spriggs was elected to the Kalamunda Shire Council. He remained in this position for 
six years and served as shire president for three of those years, until September 1977, when he retired from local 
government to successfully contest the seat of Darling Range, this time for the Liberal Party. 

Mr Spriggs was a dedicated Parliamentarian, advocating on behalf of local issues for his electorate from 
1977 until his resignation from state politics in 1987. During this time, he served on several parliamentary 
committees, including as member of the Joint House Committee from 1986 to 1987, member of the 
Select Committee on the Adoption of Children Act Amendment Bill from 1983 to 1984, and member of the 
Select Committee on Bush Fires in Western Australia from 1983 to1984. 

Outside of politics, Mr Spriggs was known for his love of sport and the outdoors. He was a life member of the 
Pickering Brook Sports Club, president of the Outer Suburban Golf Association, and vice president of the 
Parliamentary Sports Club. Across the street from Pickering Brook Sports Club lies the George Spriggs Reserve 
sports oval, which was named in his honour. Life after Parliament enabled Mr Spriggs to return to his other 
passion, horticulture, and he worked as an orchardist and flower grower for many years. 

On behalf of the National Party, I extend our sincere condolences to the family who are present here today. 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Leader of the House) [2.11 pm]: I also wish to acknowledge the life and the 
contribution of the late George Spriggs and extend my condolences to his family, many of whom are here today. 

I knew George Spriggs, as he was one of my predecessors as member for Darling Range. In my first few terms in 
Parliament, the electorate that I represented was Darling Range, and I met George in the local community in the 
Pickering Brook area on quite a number of occasions over the years. From all that I saw and all that I know, 
George was very much an active member of the hills community and the Pickering Brook area in particular. 

As we have heard, George was born in Kalamunda and attended local schools, including the former 
Carmel Primary School. He lived and worked in Pickering Brook for his whole life and sadly passed away in 
Valencia Nursing Home in Carmel on 18 July this year. 

I understand that George was the oldest and longest-living resident of Pickering Brook. As we have heard, he 
was an orchardist in the Pickering Brook area for 30 years and also later successfully took up growing and 
supplying flowers. He also had a strong entrepreneurial spirit and developed a number of small local businesses, 
becoming the storekeeper, postmaster, fuel agent and hardware supplier for the local community. This spirit of 
serving his community no doubt led naturally to his wider involvement in the community and ultimately his 
election to the Parliament of Western Australia. 

George was very active in the sporting community. He was a life member of the Pickering Brook Sports Club 
and was president of that club, I understand, for some 33 years. He also at one stage was vice president of the 
Parliamentary Sports Club. 

 [2] 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 22 September 2015] 

 p6735b-6737a 
Mr Colin Barnett; Mr Mark McGowan; Mr Vincent Catania; Mr John Day; Dr Kim Hames; Mr Tony Simpson 

The local Pickering Brook Sports Club is a significant community facility in the Pickering Brook area. It was 
commenced by George’s father, Charlie Spriggs, who I am advised organised a local cricket match in the area in 
1948 that became so popular that the sporting club was subsequently formed. To recognise George’s 
contribution to the community and to sporting activities, the oval at the sports club and the surrounding grounds 
were named some years ago by the Shire of Kalamunda as the George Spriggs Reserve. 

George began his political life as a councillor of the Shire of Kalamunda and was the president of that shire for 
a number of years. As we have heard, he was also a member of the board of Kalamunda Hospital for four years. 

George developed an interest in the wider state political scene, having previously contested the seat of 
Darling Range for the Country Party in 1968. In 1972, he joined the Liberal Party and was elected to the seat of 
Darling Range in 1974 after the separate electorate of Kalamunda was established. Three years after the 
electorate of Kalamunda was established, a redistribution revived Darling Range as an additional hills seat based 
on Lesmurdie, Roleystone, parts of Kelmscott and much of the rural escarpment. In 1977, he won the Liberal 
nomination for the seat of Darling Range and was elected with 64 per cent of the two-party preferred vote. He 
retained the seat of Darling Range for the Liberal Party in three successive elections. George retired from 
Parliament in August 1987. However, he very much continued to be an active member of the Pickering Brook 
and Perth hills community. 

As has been mentioned, he was married to Daphne, who pleasingly is here today, for 68 years. That is a very 
substantial achievement. He was a much-loved father and father-in-law of Barry, who predeceased him, 
Judy and Peter, Kerry and Warren, and Murray and Brian; grandfather of Peta, Jason, who also predeceased him, 
Paige, Darryl, Christopher and Michael; and a much loved great-grandfather of 16 great-grandchildren. 

I extend my condolences to all of George Spriggs’ family who are here today. 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville — Minister for Health) [2.15 pm]: I want to speak briefly about 
George Spriggs. I did not know George very well, but I did know him for a brief period of time. In our party 
room today, the member for South Perth told a story about my association with George Spriggs. That story was 
not fully correct, so part of the reason I am speaking to this motion is to clear my name about what I did with 
George! It was somewhere between 2005 and 2008, and we were at a parliamentary bowling competition. 
George loved his bowls. In the parliamentary bowling competition, there were players from both sides of the 
house. Some were new players, as I was, and some were more experienced players, some would say, many of 
whom have since retired from Parliament. We were in our teams, playing in the bowling competition, and I was 
ready to play my bowl, and someone called out to me and asked if I could come over because George, who was 
on one of the other bowling rinks, was feeling dizzy and unwell. I looked around from where I was on the mat, 
and I could see that there were about eight people around George, and he was on the ground, but he was 
conscious and was still talking, and I am a bit competitive, I have to say, so I played my bowl first! I confess to 
doing that! So, I played my bowl—a little heavy, because I was anxious to get across to him—and I then went 
over and talked to George about his medical condition and what he needed to do next with his treatment. The 
next time I saw George, he said thank you to me and said that I had saved his life with the advice that I had given 
him about the treatment that he subsequently got. 

I can tell members, from the short time I knew George and the few times I saw him after that, that he is 
a wonderful man and someone of whom his family can be extremely proud. I am sure they all miss him deeply. 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Local Government) [2.17 pm]: As the current member 
for Darling Range, I would like to pass on my condolences to the Spriggs family. I met George a couple of 
times; having represented the seat of Pickering Brook since 2008. The one thing that is very clear when we go 
around Pickering Brook and doorknock and meet the locals is that George was passionate about his sport and 
took it very seriously, and a great icon has been left to his name at the Pickering Brook sporting facility. 
Pickering Brook is a beautiful part of the world. A lot of people get over the top of Darling scarp and drive into 
Pickering Brook, thinking they are going to Brookton Highway, but they forget to turn right and get lost. 
However, when they get to Pickering Brook they can see why it is such a beautiful part of the world. George 
started his life in Pickering Brook when his family turned the soil and started growing horticultural crops. He 
then went on to be a small shop owner and the owner of a raft of other agencies. 

George was regarded as a true legend in Pickering Brook. That is particularly evident when we doorknock and 
talk to the fruitgrowers who knew him from years gone by. As the current member for Darling Range, I want to 
pass on my condolences to George’s family. Thank you very much. 

Question passed; members standing. 
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